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WE CLAIM: 

1 . An electronic sourcing system 
comprising : 

means for maintaining af catalog database 
of data relating to catalog items frgma at least two 
vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering c/roduct information 
that at least partially describes /a.t, least one item 
desired to be requisitioned; 

means for searchj/hg the catalog database 
for at least one catalog item yrom said vendor product 
catalogs that matches the infc/rmation for said desired 
item; 

means for buiAding a requisition 
including an entry for said/ desired item based upon 
data obtained from said catalog database relating to 
the matching catalog item/ said data identifying at 
least a vendor and a vendor catalog number for the 
matching catalog item; and 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate a purchase order including an entry for an 
item corresponding to/ said matching catalog item. 

2 . The e^lectronic sourcing system of 
claim 1, wherein saad purchase order entry identifies 
at least said vendpr catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. 

3 . T^ie electronic sourcing system of 
claim 1, wherein said requisition building means 
includes a meaiys for converting said vendor and vendor 
catalog number/ into a corresponding other vendor and 
other vendor datalog number, and wherein said purchase 
order entry identifies at least said other vendor 
catalog number for said matching catalog item. 
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4 . A sourcing system comprising 

means for maintaining a catalog database 

of data relating to catalog items from a^ least two 

vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering prodyfct information 

that at least partially describes respective first and 

second items desired to be requisitioned; 

means for searching ythe catalog database 

for at least first and second cata/log items from said 

vendor product catalogs, each of ysaid first and second 

catalog items obtained from a di/fferent respective one 



of said first and second vendoi^ product catalogs and 
matching the information for a/ different respective one 
of said first and second desi^red items; 

means for buylding a requisition 
including at least first ana second entries each for a 
different respective one of said first and second 
desired items and based upon data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to said respective matching 
catalog item, said data/identifying at least a vendor 
and a vendor catalog number for said respective 
matching catalog item/ and 

means /for processing said requisition to 
generate at least fi/rst and second purchase orders, 
each to a different/ supplier and each including an 
entry for an item .corresponding to a different one of 
said first and second matching cataloq items. 

/ 

5 . The electronic sourcing system of claim 
4, wherein at I'east said first purchase order 
identifies at ^least said vendor and vendor catalog 
number for said first matching catalog item. 
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6 . The electronic sourcing system of claim 
4, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendo^ catalog 
number for at least said first matching aatalog item 
into a corresponding other vendor and other vendor 
catalog number, and wherein at least saad first 
purchase order entry identifies at lea/st said other 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 

7. The electronic sourcang system of claim 
4, wherein said requisition buildiAg means includes a 
means for converting said vendors/ and vendor catalog 
numbers for said first and second matching catalog 
items into corresponding first and second other vendors 
and first and second other vendor catalog number^, and 
wherein the entry of each of 9B.id first and second 
purchase orders respectively Adentif ies at least a 
different one of said first yand second other vendor 
catalog numbers . / ^ 

/ ^ 

8 . An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means /for entering product information 
that at least partia^Lly describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items/ from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items; 



/ 



ymeans for generating an order list that 
includes at least one selected matching catalog item; 
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means for building a requisitzion for 
said desired item using data obtained from/ said catalog 
database relating to the matching catalog item on said 
order list, said data identifying at least the vendor 
and vendor catalog number for the matching catalog 
item; and 

means for processing a4id requisition to 
generate a purchase order including >an entry for an 
item corresponding to said matching^ catalog item. 

9. The electronic soiircing system of claim 
8, wherein said purchase order e/ntry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog number* for said matching 
catalog item. / 

(X 

10. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
8, wherein said requisition/ building means includes a 
means for converting said yvendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies at least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching catalog item. 

11. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising : 

meanfe for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data raiating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

/ means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog :ytems from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items ; 
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means for generating an order list that 
includes at least two selected matching catalog items, 
each from a different one of said vendor product 
catalogs ; 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained/f rom said 
catalog database relating to the matoning catalog 
items, said data identifying at leasr: the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and 

means for processi^ng said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase order including an entry 
for an item corresponding to at least one of said 
matching catalog items. 



12 . The electronic sourcing system of claim 
11, wherein said purchase order entry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog /number for said matching 
catalog item. 



13 . The eleotronic sourcing system of claim 
11, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting ysaid vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog numl^er, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies a^t least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching catalog item. 

/ 

14 . An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

/ means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing da'ta relating to catalog items from at least 
first and sefcond vendor product catalogs; 
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means for entering product inf ortiifation 
that at least partially describes items desire^ to be 
requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalcfg database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said^ desired 



/ 



items ; 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least first and second sel^/ted matching 
catalog items, each from a different one of said vendor 
product catalogs; 

means for building a 
said desired items using data obtaifhed from said 
catalog database relating to said ^matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and 



/ ^ 

iesing said ] 



means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase order including at least 



first and second entries foy items each respectively 
corresponding to a different one of said first and 
second matching catalog iti^ms . 



15. The electronic sourcing system of claim 

/ 

14, wherein at least said first one of said purchase 
order entries identifies at least said vendor catalog 
number for said first/ matching catalog item. 



16, The ^electronic sourcing system of claim 

15, wherein said second one of said purchase order 

entries identifies at least said vendor catalog number 

/ 

for said second matching catalog item. 

/ 

17. JThe electronic sourcing system of claim 
14, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
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means for converting said vendors and vendor cat/alog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and ot/her 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherein at least o^e of 
said purchase order entries identifies at lea^t one of 
said other vendor catalog numbers for one of/ said 
matching catalog item. 




18 . An electronic sourcing sys 
comprising : 

means for maintaining a ybatalog database 
containing data relating to catalog itfems from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes ip ems -..desired to be 
requisitioned; / 1/^ 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendo^ product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items; / 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least two selected matching catalog items, 
each from a different one of /said vendor product 
catalogs; / 

^ means for budlding a requisition for 

said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating/ to the matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and / 

means £or processing said requisition to 
generate at least two/ purchase orders, each including 
an entry for an item/corresponding to a different one 
of said matching catalog items. 
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19. The electronic sourcing system bt claim 

18, wherein said entry of at least one of sain two 
purchase orders identifies at least said ven^dor catalog 
number for said first matching catalog itemi 

20. The electronic sourcing system of claim 

19, wherein said entry of at least the ot/her of said 
two purchase orders identifies at least /said vendor 
catalog number for said second matching'^ catalog item. 

21. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
18, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendors arid vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and where/n at least said entry 
for at least one of said two purchase orders identifies 
at least one of said other vendor catalog numbers for 
one of said matching catalog it^ms . ^yJ^^ — ^ 

22 . An electronic /sourcing system 
comprising : 

means for ma'intaining a catalog database 
containing data relating uo catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means toxf entering product information 
that at least partially/ describes a first item desired 
to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said first 
desired item, and for selecting a matching catalog 
item from one of said catalogs; 

means for subsequently entering product 
information that/at least partially describes a second 
desired item to /be requisitioned; 
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means for searching the catalog/ database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said second 
desired item, and for selecting a matching c/atalog item 
from another one of said catalogs; 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained f^om said 
catalog database relating to the selected matching 
catalog items, said data identifying ay least the 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers foiy the selected 
matching catalog items; and 

means for processing ^aid requisition to 
generate a plurality of purchase orders, each including 
an entry for an item corresponding /to a different one 
of said matching catalog items. / ^^J^ 

23. The electronic soi&rcing system of claim 
22, wherein said entry for at least one of said 
purchase orders identifies at l^ast said vendor catalog 
number for one of said matching catalog items . 
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24 . The electroni^c sourcing system of claim 

22, wherein said requisition building means includes a 

/ 

means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 

/ 

numbers into corresponding- other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, slid wherein said entry for at 
least one of said two purchase orders identifies at 
least one of said othe^^vendor catalog numbers for one 
of said matching catalog items. 



25. An electronic sourcing system 

comprising: ^ 

means for maintaining a catalog database 

containing data relating to catalog items from at least 

first and second vendor product catalogs; 

/ 
/ 



/ 
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means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes a first itejA desired 
to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catal^og database 
for catalog items from said vendor product /catalogs 
that match the product information for sai/d first 
desired item, and for selecting a matchj/ng catalog 
item from one of said catalogs; 

means for subsequently sintering product 
information that at least partially dgrscribes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

means for searching ttie catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor /product catalogs 
that match the product information/ for said second 
desired item, and for selecting eJ matching catalog item 
from another one of said catalog . 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the selected matching 
catalog items, said data identifying at least the 
vendors and vendor catalog ^umbers for the selected 
matching catalog items ;^ anc 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one pur/chase order including at least 
first and second entries/ for items each respectively 
corresponding to a diffyferent one of said matching 
catalog items. 



26. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
/ 

25, wherein said requisition building means includes a 

I 

means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherein at least one of 
said entries of said purchase order identifies at least 
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one of said other vendor catalog numbers £0:9^ one of 
said matching catalog items . 

27. An electronic sourcing sysytem 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a ^catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes a /first item desired 
to be requisitioned; / 

means for searching/ the catalog database 
for first catalog items, from at yleast one of said 
vendor product catalogs, that m^tch the product 
information for said first desired item; 

means for generating an order list that 
includes a selected one of sai^ first matching catalog 
items from said one catalog; j 

means for subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for second catalog items,/ from another one of said 
vendor product catalogs ,/ that match the product 
information for said second desired item; 

means for adding to said order list a 
selected one of said s4cond matching catalog items from 
said other one of said catalogs; 



means^^for building a requisition for 

said desired items using data obtained from said 

/ 

catalog database reflating to the selected first and 

/ 

second matching catalog items on said order list, said 

/ 

data identifying at least the vendors and vendor 

/ 

catalog numbers for said matching catalog items; and 



/ 
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means for processing said/requisition to 
generate a plurality of purchase orders/ each including 
an entry for an item corresponding to a different one 
of said first and second matching cata^log items. 

/ 

28. The electronic sourci^ng system of claim 
27, wherein said entry for at least/ one of said 
purchase orders identifies at least said vendor catalog 
number for one of said matching catalog items . 



D^^ircii 



29. The electronic soiircing system of claim 

27, wherein said requisition building means includes a 

means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 

numbers into corresponding otlaer vendors and other 

vendor catalog numbers, and wherein said entry for at 

least one of said two purchase orders identifies at 

least one of said other vendor catalog numbers for one 

/ 

of said matching catalog items 



X LUCIUS . 

/. ^ 



30. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising : 



means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor- product catalogs; 

means ^for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 



/ 



requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items /from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items; / 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least two selected matching catalog items, 
each from a di/fferent one of said vendor product 
catalogs ; 
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means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the matching /catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the/ vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching 5/atalog items; 
and 

means for processing sai/d requisition to 
generate at least two purchase orders/ each including 
an entry for an item corresponding tc/ a different one 
of said matching catalog items 

31. An electronic sourc^ing system 
comprising: / ^ — ^ 

means for maintaining , a catalog database 
containing data including descrifptive information 
relating to catalog items from ^t least first and 
second vendor product catalogs^ 

means for ente^ring product information 
that at least partially describes an item desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from sadrd vendor product catalogs 
that match the product ii/formation for said desired 
item; 



means for generating a hit list of 
catalog segments identifying items, from at least one 
of said vendor product catalogs, that match the product 
information; 

means( for selectively viewing the 
catalog segments ic^entified by said hit list; 

means for generating an order list of 
desired items at l4ast one of which is a desired 
catalog item selected from a catalog segment identified 
by said hit list/ 
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means for building a requisition for 
said order list of desired items using, for said 
desired catalog item, data obtained from sa/d catalog 
database relating to the desired catalog item, said 
data identifying at least the vendor and ;/endor catalog 



number for the desired catalog item; and, 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase order Including entries 
for items corresponding to said desired items, at least 
one of said entries corresponding to said matching 
catalog item. 



32. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
31, wherein said purchase order /entry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. 



33. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
31, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said ^vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies at least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching catalog item. 



34 . An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
of data relating/to catalog items from at least one 
vendor product catalog; 

fmeans for entering product information 
that at least /partially describes at least one item 
desired to be/ requisitioned; 
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means for searching the catalog database 
for at least one catalog item from said vendor/ product 
catalog that matches the information for said/desired 
item; 

means for building a requisition 
including an entry for said desired item ba/sed upon 
data obtained from said catalog database relating to 
the matching catalog item, said data identifying at 
least a vendor catalog number for the m^ching catalog 
item; and 

means for determining t'hat an item 
corresponding to the desired matching/ catalog . item is 
available in inventory, and for processing said 
requisition to generate a purchase order including an 
entry identifying said inventory item. 

35. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
34, wherein said purchase order ^ntry identifies said 
vendor catalog number for said Atem in inventory. 



36. The electronic/sourcing system of claim 
34, wherein said requisition/building means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, ancy wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies said othfer vendor catalog number for 
said item in inventory. 



37'. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising : 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
of at least two vendor product catalogs; 

means/ for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items, and for selecting at least one 
catalog item located as a result of the search; 



65 



means for generating a requisition 
including at least one requisitioned item; / 

means for communicating said /selected 
catalog item to said requisition generating/ means ; and 

means responsive to said r^<^uisition for 
generating a purchase order including an^entry 
corresponding to said selected catalog i4:em. 

38. An electronic sourcing^ystem 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
of at least two vendor product catalogs; 

means for searching^ the catalog database 
for catalog items and for selecti^ng at least two 
catalog items located as a resul^t of the search, each 
of said two catalog items coming from a different one 
of said vendor product catalo^^; 

means for generating a requisition 
including at least two requisitioned items; 

means for corr^nuni eating said selected 
catalog items to said requisition generating means; and 



means responsive to said requisition for 

/ 

generating a purchase order including at least two 

/ 

entries, each for an it^em corresponding to a different 
one of said selected matching e^^jj-og items. 



le/t 



39. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

a requisition management system capable 
of generating a requisition for at least one 
requisitioned item( 

a computer maintaining a catalog 

/ 

database including at least two vendor product 
catalogs ; 
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means for searching the catalog database 
for at least one desired catalog item; 



1^ 



means for selecting said desired catalog 

item, and for communicating data representative of said 

item to said requisition management system; / 

means associated with said re'quisition 

/ 

management system and responsive to said communicated 
data for generating said requisition including an entry 
corresponding to said desired catalog ite'tn; 

means associated with sai^ requisition 
management system for determining the availability in 
different inventory locations of said/requisitioned 
desired catalog item; and 

means responsive to s^aid determining 
means for issuing a purchase order ytor said 
requisitioned desired catalog item^ from an inventory 
location including said catalog i/em. 

/ 

40. A sourcing method comprising the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog items from at least two vendor 
product catalogs; / 

entering prouuct information that at 
least partially describes At least one item desired to 
be requisitioned; / 

searching/the catalog database for at 
least one catalog item from said vendor product 
catalogs that matches the information for said desired 




item; 



/ 



buildi'ng a requisition including an 
entry for said desi:^ed item based upon data obtained 
from said catalog database relating to the matching 
catalog item, said/data identifying at least a vendor 



* * .1 
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and a vendor catalog number for the matching catalog 
item; and / 

processing said requisition to/ generate 
a purchase order including an entry for an it/em 
corresponding to said matching catalog item. 



41. The sourcing method of claim/40, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 



42. The sourcing method of claim 40, wherein 
said requisition building step includes /converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalog ^number, and 
wherein said purchase order entry identifies at least 
said other vendor catalog number for /said matching 
catalog item. , 

43 . A sourcing method co'mprising the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog items from au least two vendor 
product catalogs; / 

entering product /information that at 
least partially describes respective first and second 
items desired to be requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for at 
least first and second catalog items from said vendor 
product catalogs, each of said first and second catalog 
items obtained from a diffe3^4nt respective one of said 
first and second vendor product catalogs and matching 
the information for a different respective one of said 
first and second desired items; 



building a ^requisition including at 
least first and second entries each for a different 



# # 
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respective one of said first and second desired items 
and based upon data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to said respective matching catalog item, said 
data identifying at least a vendor and a vendor catalog 
number for said respective matching catal/og item; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least first and second purchase orders, each to a 
different supplier and each including/an entry for an 
item corresponding to a different on^ of said first and 
second matching catalog items 

44. The sourcing method of claim 43, wherein 
at least said first purchase order identifies at least 
said vendor and vendor catalog number for said first 
matching catalog item. 



45. The sourcing method of claim 43, wherein 
said requisition building st/ep includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog riumber for at least said 
first matching catalog itein into a corresponding other 



vendor and other vendor catalog number, and wherein at 
least said first purchas4 order entry identifies at 
least said other vendo:^ catalog number for said 
matching catalog item. 



46- The sourcing method of claim 43, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor/ catalog numbers for said first and 
second matching catalog items into corresponding first 
and second othey vendors and first and second other 
vendor catalog ynumbers, and wherein the entry of each 
of said first ^and second purchase orders respectively 
identifies at/ least a different one of said first and 
second other/ vendor catalog numbers . 
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47. A sourcing method compriaang: 
maintaining a catalog daycabase 

containing data relating to catalog it^^ms from at least 

first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product infor(nation that at 

least partially describes items desd/red to be 

requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

generating an order list that includes 
at least one selected matching /catalog item; 

building a requasition. for said desired 
item using data obtained f rony said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog item on said order 



list, said data identifying /at least the vendor and 
vendor catalog number for tJhe matching catalog item; 
and / Q<-^ 

processing/ said requisition to generate 
a purchase order including an entry for an item 
corresponding to said matching catalog item. 

48. The soiyrcing method of claim 47, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 
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49. The sourcing method of claim 47, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor icatalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and ^other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase order entry identifies at least 
said other vendcjx catalog number for said matching 
catalog item 

A sourcing method comprising; 
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maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items fr9mri at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product informatior/ that at 
least partially describes items desired \L<p be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog datfabase for 
catalog items from said vendor product/catalogs that 
match the product information for saija desired items; 

generating an order Last that includes 
at least two selected matching cata/log items, each from 
a different one of said vendor product catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 
identifying at least the venders and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching cata^log items; and 

processing saad requisition to generate 
at least one purchase ordey including an entry for an 
item corresponding to at least one of said matching 
catalog items. ^ 0^^^ 

51. The sourcing method of claim 50, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number/ for said matching catalog item. 



52. The ysourcing method of claim 50, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendoy catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and/ other vendor catalog number, and 

wherein said purchase order entry identifies at least 

/ 

said other vendor catalog number for said matching 
catalog item, 
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53 . A sourcing method comprising tj^le steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items /rom at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs ;y 

entering product informataon that at 
least partially describes items desireg to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog/database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

generating an order list that includes 
at least first and second selected matching catalog 
items, each from a different one^ of said vendor product 



catalogs ; 



/ ^ 

jiisition 



building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to said matching catalog items, said data 
identifying at least the vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching oatalog items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order including at least first 
and second entries for /tems each respectively 
corresponding to a different one of said first and 
second matching catalog items . 

/ 

54. The sourcing method of claim 53, wherein 
at least said firsy one of said purchase order entries 
identifies at least said vendor catalog number for said 
first matching catalog item. 

55. The sourcing method of claim 54, wherein 
said second one of said purchase order entries 
identifies at /least said vendor catalog number for said 
second matchi/ig catalog item. 
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56. The sourcing method of claim/sa, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into coyorresponding 
other vendors and other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein at least one of said purchase order entries 
identifies at least one of said other vendor catalog 
numbers for one of said matching catalog items . 

57. A sourcing method con^rising the steps 

of: 

maintaining a cataL6g database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product ^catalogs; 

entering product/ information that at 
least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

searching the/ catalog database for 
catalog items from said ven^aor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

generating/an order list that includes 
at least two selected matching catalog items, each from 
a different one of said /vendor product catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 
identifying at least /the vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matdning catalog items; and 

proofessing said requisition to generate 
at least two purchase orders, each including an entry 
for an item corresponding to a different one of said 

58. ^The sourcing method of claim 57, wherein 
said entry of at least one of said two purchase orders 
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identifies at least said vendor catalog nuijrUDer for said 
first matching catalog item. 




59. The sourcing method of cl/aim 58, wherein 
said entry of at least the other of sai^ two purchase 
orders identifies at least said vendor^catalog number 
for said second catalog item. 



60. The sourcing method yof claim 57, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbei^s into corresponding 
other vendors and other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein at least said entry f or/at least one of said 
two purchase orders identifies/at least one of said 
other vendor catalog numbers for one of said matching 
catalog items. / (J^""^ 

61. A sourcing method comprising the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating/to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor /product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes a first item desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

searc^hing the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said first desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
one of said catalogs; 

subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items/ from said vendor product catalogs that 



74 



match the product information for said seconc^ desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog i):em from 
another one of said catalogs; 

building a requisition for ^aid desired 
items using data obtained from said catal<z5g database 
relating to the selected matching catalog items, said 
data identifying at least the vendors and vendor 
catalog numbers for the selected matcljang catalog 
items; and 

processing said requi/sition to generate 
a plurality of purchase orders, ea^h including an entry 
for an item corresponding to a different one of said 
matching catalog items. 

62. The sourcing metyfiod of claim 61, wherein 
said entry for at least one of/ said purchase orders 
identifies at least said vendor catalog number for one 
of said matching catalog items. 
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63. The sourcing method of claim 61, wherein 
said requisition building'^ step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and other/ vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein said entry foy at least one of said two 
purchase orders identifies at least one of said other 
vendor catalog numbeyrs for one of said matching catalog 
items . 



64 . A sourcing method comprising the steps 



of: 

maintaining a catalog database 
containing data' relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 
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entering product information nhat at 
least partially describes a first item desiijfed to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said fdntrst desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
one of said catalogs; 

subsequently entering r/roduct 
information that at least partially c^scribes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information foiy said second desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
another one of said catalogs; / 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the selected matching catalog items, said 
data identifying at least the vendors and vendor 
catalog numbers for the selected matching catalog 
items; and ./ 

processing/ said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase oi^der including at least first 
and second entries for items each respectively 
corresponding to a different one of said matching 
catalog items. 
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65. The ^ourcing method claim 64, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor /catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and /other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein at least ybne of said entries of said purchase 
order identifies/ at least one of said other vendor 
catalog numbers /for one of said matching catalog items. 
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66. A sourcing method comprising tl/e steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog databasfe 
containing data relating to catalog items ^om at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product informat/lon that at 
least partially describes a first item yaesired to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog /database for first 
catalog items, from at least one of /said vendor product 
catalogs, that match the product information for said 
first desired item; / 

generating an order list that includes a 
selected one of said first matching catalog items from 
said one catalog; / Q^^-^ 

subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisit Zoned; 

searching t^e catalog database for 
second catalog items, from another one of said vendor 
product catalogs, that match the product information 
for said second desired/item; 

adding yz:o said order list a selected one 
of said second matching catalog items from said other 
one of said catalogs^; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the selected first and second matching 
catalog items on/said order list, said data identifying 
at least the vendors and vendor catalog numbers for 
said matching catalog items; and 

I processing said requisition to generate 
a plurality o^f purchase orders, each including an entry 
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for an item corresponding to a different ory4 of said 
first and second matching catalog items, 

67. The sourcing method of clAim 66, wherein 
said entry for at least one of said purchase orders 
identifies at least said vendor catalog number for one 
of said matching catalog items. 

68. The sourcing method/system of claim 66, 

wherein said requisition building/step includes 

converting said vendors and vendor catalog numbers into 

corresponding other vendors and/ other vendor catalog 

numbers, and wherein said entw for at least one of 

said two purchase orders iden1:ifies at least one of 

said other vendor catalog numbers for one of said 

/ 

matching catalog xtems . / 

/ 0^ 

69. An sourcing method comprising the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relati/ng to catalog items from at least 
first and second vender product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially deacribes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

ygenerating an order list that includes 
at least two ^elected matching catalog items, each from 
a different one of said vendor product catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using /data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to/ the matching catalog items, said data 
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identifying at least the vendors and vendor /catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog items; anc 

processing said requisitiory to generate 
at least two purchase orders, each including an entry 
for an item corresponding to a different /one of said 
matching catalog items. 

70. A sourcing method compr/sing the steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog /database 
containing data including descriptivfe information 
relating to catalog items from at l^east first and 
second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product iriformation that at 
least partially describes an item desired to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the c^alog database for 
catalog items from said vendor/ product catalogs that 
match the product inf ormation/f or said desired item; 

generating a nit list of catalog 
segments identifying items, /from at least one of said 
vendor product catalogs, tlj'at match the product 
inf ormat ion ; 

selectively viewing the catalog segments 
identified by said hit list; 

generating an order list of desired 
items at least one of which is a desired catalog item 
selected from a catalog segment identified by said hit 
list ; 

buildi/ng a requisition for said order 
list of desired items using, for said desired catalog 
item, data obtained/from said catalog database relating 
to the desired catalog item, said data identifying at 
least the vendor and vendor catalog number for the 
desired catalog it'em; and 



processing said requisition tJo generate 
at least one purchase order including entries for items 
corresponding to said desired items, at least one of 
said entries corresponding to said matchiijfg catalog 
item . 

71. The sourcing method of G^laim 70, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies sit least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 

72. The sourcing method/of claim 70, wherein 
said requisition building step inc/ludes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number /into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase order entyry identifies at least 
said other vendor catalog numb^er for said matching 
catalog item. 



73 . A sourcing method comprising the steps 

of: 

maintainind^ a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog items^ from at least one vendor 
product catalog; / 

entering/product information that at 
least partially describes at least one item desired to 
be requisitioned; 
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searcl^ing the catalog database for at 
least one catalog item from said vendor product catalog 
that matches the inf4)rmation for said desired item; 

buil^aing a requisition including an 
entry for said desired item based upon data obtained 
from said catalog ^database relating to the matching 
catalog item, said data identifying at least a vendor 
catalog number for the matching catalog item; and 
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determining that an item corresponding 
to the desired matching catalog item is available in 
inventory, and for processing said requiaation to 
generate a purchase order including an eptry 
identifying said inventory item, 

74. The sourcing method of /claim 73, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies /said vendor 
catalog number for said item in inventory. 

75. The sourcing method/ of claim 73, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number /into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase order entory identifies said other 
vendor catalog number for saidf item^^^in inventory. 

CK — 

76. A sourcing method comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining /a catalog database of at 
least two vendor product catalogs; 

searching ythe catalog database for 

catalog items; 

selecting at least one catalog item 
located as a result of /the search; 

genera^o-ng a requisition including at 
least said catalog it^em as one requisitioned item; 

generating, from said requisition, a 
purchase including an entry corresponding to said 
selected catalog it4m. 

/ . 

77. A sourcing method comprising the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a catalog database of at 
least two vendor/ product catalogs; 
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searching the catalog database for 
catalog items and for selecting at least two catalog 
items located as a result of the search, /each of said 
two catalog items coming from a different one of said 
vendor product catalogs; 

generating a requisition including at 
least two requisitioned items; 

generating, responsi^'O^e to said 
requisition, a purchase order incibuding at least two 
entries, each for an item corresponding to a different 

... .... ........ 

78 . A sourcmg method comprising the steps 

maintaining ^n a computer a catalog 
database including at leaat two vendor product 



catalogs ; 



searching said catalog database for at 

least one desired cata^log item; 

selecting said desired catalog item; 

gene]?ating a requisition including an 
/ 

entry corresponding to said desired catalog item; 

determining the availability in 
different inventory locations of said requisitioned 
desired catalog item; and 

/ responsive to determining that said 
catalog item^ is available in at least one of said 
inventory ^^cations, issuing a purchase order for said 
requisitioned desired catalog item from that inventory 
location/ 




